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area and the others from the underground construction
plant in Moscow. There were 150 timber workers from
Archangel, 85 skilled mechanics, 15 engineers (graduated
from technical high schools), 4 doctors (one of them a
woman), i woman dentist and 2 journalists who will edit
the local newspaper (which is to appear regularly from the
first day of the town's existence) and also do 'cultural
work'—that is, lecture on history and politics, organize
study circles for languages, art, science, etc. There were
also 5 printers, 5 cooks (two of them from the Intourist
Hotel 'Novo Moskovskaya3 in Moscow), 2 club organizers
who had been trained for this job in other new Russian
towns and told me they knew exactly what was needed to
keep pioneers in good spirits. The passengers also included
2 wireless operators, i chemist, i hairdresser, i bootmaker
and 10 peasant boys who would be trained for any trade
which would turn out to be too thinly provided with
'cadres'. There were also 15 hunters from the Kola Penin-
sula, their job was to hunt in winter and fish in summer to
provide Nordvyk with fresh food. One agricultural expert
will organize the first vegetable plantations, with subter-
ranean hothouses if necessary.
Altogether there were 517 men and 83 women. The
women were meteorologists, hydrologists, scientific appren-
tices, cooks, waitresses, for the communal restaurant,
geologists, gcodesists and one dressmaker. There was not
one 'simple housewife'; the men's families may only follow
them next year. By then, according to the plan, the town
will have reached a stage when accommodation will be
available for 'non-producing members of the community'.
There was a remarkable confidence in all the people that
everything will turn out all right. They trusted their
organizers, they said and one challenged me: 'You ask us
about our feelings as we go to an unknown and solitary
place in the Polar region. Did not workers go to Alaska
in the Klondyke rush? And they were only driven by motives
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